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Whole House

A whole house rental is a
standalone residence that is
rented out as a single unit,

meaning the renter has
exclusive occupancy of the

entire property.

Lots of privacy and space. Can
be split with many roommates.

Most expensive type of rental.
Likely responsible for utilities

and larger portion of
maintenance. Likely

unfurnished.

Rentfaster
Rentals.ca

Apartments.com
Kijiji

Point2 Homes

High-Rise Apartment/
Condo

A high-rise apartment
building is a multi-story

residential building with 6+
floors and elevators. High-

rises are often found in urban
areas where space is limited

and are known for their great
views and access to urban

amenities.  

Generally feature one, two, or
three bedrooms with shared

living space and kitchen. More
privacy and amenities.The

building may have a common
space to hold parties, swim, or
exercise. A laundry facility is

usually available in this type of
building.

Higher rent costs and potential
for condo fees. (Additional

fees paid monthly for building
facilities and upkeep) Likely

unfurnished.

Rentfaster
Rentals.ca

Apartments.com
Kijiji

Facebook Groups
Liv.rent

Walk-up Apartment/
Condo

A walk-up apartment/condo
building is a building that
normally does not have an
elevator, so residents must
climb stairs to access their

units. Generally no more than
4 floors.

Walk-ups are often more
affordable, with lower

maintenance fees due to fewer
amenities. They offer quieter

environment and an
opportunity for daily exercise,
often in prime urban locations.

They can be inconvenient and
inaccessible for those with

mobility issues or heavy items
to carry. Walk-ups may also
lack modern amenities, may
face noise challenges, and

appeal to a smaller amount of
renters.

Rentfaster
Rentals.ca

Apartments.com
Kijiji

Facebook Groups
Liv.rent

Studio/Bachelor
Apartment

A studio apartment is a small,
self-contained living space

that combines the bedroom,
living room, and kitchen into
a single open area, typically
with a separate bathroom.

Studio apartments are generally
more affordable, easy to
maintain, and ideal for

minimalists or single occupants.
They often encourage creative
use of space and are typically
located in convenient urban

areas.

They offer limited space, which
can feel cramped and

challenging for hosting guests
or storing belongings. Studios
may also lack privacy, as there

are no separate rooms to
divide living areas.

Rentfaster
Rentals.ca

Apartments.com
Kijiji

Facebook Groups
Liv.rent

Homestay

A homestay is a living
arrangement where guests
stay in the home of a local

host, often sharing meals and
daily life, offering an
immersive cultural

experience.

Administrative support from
provider organization.

Homestays offer an authentic
cultural experience, fostering
connections with local hosts
and communities. They are
often more affordable than

hotels and provide personalized
insights into the destination.

They may lack the privacy and
amenities of traditional

accommodations, and the
experience can vary

depending on the host.
Adjusting to the host's lifestyle
and house rules might also be
challenging for some guests.

Canada Homestay Network
Homestay.ca

Homestay Calgary

Basement Suite

A basement suite is a self-
contained living unit located
in the basement of a house,

typically with its own
entrance, kitchen, bathroom,

and living space.

Basement suites are often more
affordable than other rental

options when living with
roommates and provide a
separate and private living

space. They are usually quieter
and naturally insulated, making

them energy-efficient.

They can have limited natural
light, lower ceilings, and may
feel damp or cold. Noise from
the upper floors and potential
ventilation issues can also be

concerns for tenants.

Places4Students
Rentfaster
Rentals.ca

Apartments.com
Kijiji

Facebook Groups
Liv.rent

Short-term stays (6
months or less)

Short-term stays are
temporary rental

accommodations, typically
ranging from a few days to
weeks to months, often in

furnished properties such as
homes, apartments, or

vacation rentals.

Short-term stays offer flexibility,
unique accommodations, and

the comfort of home-like
amenities. They provide a more
personalized experience may
offer discounts especially for

longer stays.

Lack same legal protections
that come with signing a

standard lease. They may lack
the consistency and services

of hotels, such as daily
housekeeping or 24/7 support.
Additionally, some listings can
be misrepresented, and there

may be concerns about
privacy or safety.

AirBNB

VRBO

Booking.com

Private Purpose Built
Student Accommodations

Private purpose-built student
accommodations (PBSA) are

privately owned housing
facilities specifically designed
and built to meet the needs

of students; offering features
like study areas, communal

spaces, and proximity to
universities or colleges.

Often designed for
convenience, with amenities like
study rooms, social spaces, and
proximity to campus. They offer

a secure, community-focused
environment, ideal for student
living. Can feel similar to on-

campus residence.

Very limited supply and
requires living with others. May
feel less private or restrictive

due to communal living spaces
and shared facilities.

The Hub by Marq

Unihouse

Room in a Shared House

A room in a shared house is a
private bedroom within a

house where tenants share
common areas, such as the

kitchen, living room, and
bathroom, with other

residents. It offers a balance
of personal space and

communal living.

Rooms in shared houses are
typically the most affordable

type of living accommodation.
They provide a social living
environment with shared

responsibilities. They can be
ideal for meeting new people
and sharing costs for utilities

and amenities.

Living in a shared house can
lead to privacy issues, noise,
and potential conflicts with
housemates. Additionally,

there may be less control over
common areas and shared

responsibilities, which could be
a source of frustration.

Places4Students
Roomies
Roomster

Kijiji
Facebook Groups

Spaces Shared
Happipad


