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Numbers and nuances?

"All models are wrong, 
some are useful“
George Box, 1976

What is an 
index?



What is an index?



UNDP’s Human Development Index

http://hdr.undp.org/sites/default/files/reports/219/hdr_1990_en_complete_nostats.pdf

http://hdr.undp.org/sites/default/files/reports/219/hdr_1990_en_complete_nostats.pdf


UNDP’s Human Development Index (1990)

http://hdr.undp.org/en/content/human-development-index-hdi

http://hdr.undp.org/en/content/human-development-index-hdi


UNDP’s Gender Development Index (1995)

http://hdr.undp.org/en/content/gender-development-index-gdi

http://hdr.undp.org/en/content/gender-development-index-gdi


UNDP’s Gender Empowerment Measure (1995)

Klasen S.  (2006) UNDP's Gender-Related Measures: Some Conceptual Problems and Possible Solutions, Journal of Human Development, 7(2):243-274.



UNDP’s Gender Inequality Index (2010)

http://hdr.undp.org/en/content/gender-inequality-index-gii

http://hdr.undp.org/en/content/gender-inequality-index-gii


World Economic Forum’s 
Global Gender Gap Index (2006)

Economic 
participation and 

opportunity

Educational 
attainment

Political 
empowerment

GGGI

https://www.weforum.org/reports/the-global-gender-gap-report-2017

Health and 
survival

https://www.weforum.org/reports/the-global-gender-gap-report-2017


OECD Development Centre’s 
Social Institutions and Gender Index (2007)

https://www.genderindex.org/data/

https://www.genderindex.org/data/


European Institute for Gender Equality’s
Gender Equality Index (2013)

https://eige.europa.eu/gender-equality-index; Humbert and Hubert, (2021), Gender Equality Index, in Ng, E., Stamper, C. and 
Klarsfeld, A. (eds) A Research Compendium of D&I Indices, Edward Elgar. 

https://eige.europa.eu/gender-equality-index


UNDP/UN Women’s new proposed measure?

Azcona, G., Bhatt, A., Hsu, Y., Humbert, A. L., Kovacevic, M., Permanyer, I. (2021), Construction of a revised and improved set of 
gender indices on gender equality and women’s empowerment, technical paper to UNDP/UN Women. 



Equal Measures 2030 SDG Index

https://data.em2030.org/em2030-sdg-gender-index/

https://data.em2030.org/em2030-sdg-gender-index/


Numbers and nuances?

Measuring gender inequalities at national level… 
But what about the organisational level? 

What is the political nature of an index? How to 
develop and use indices in the context of 

organisational change?



How to measure gender diversity?



How to measure gender diversity?



How to measure gender diversity?

www.gedii.eu/self-assessment-tool

Humbert, A. L., Guenther, E. and Mueller, J. (2021) 
‘Not Simply ‘Counting Heads’: A Gender Diversity 

Index for the Team Level’, in Social Indicators 
Research, Vol. 157, no. 2, pp. 689-707. DOI: 

10.1007/s11205-021-02635-5.

http://www.gedii.eu/self-assessment-tool
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