
HMDs winners 2021  

Dr. Peter Cruse Award: Best presentation in History of Surgery 
 

Winner Arjun (AJ) Patel 
Western 

The Independent Inventions of General 
Anesthesia in 19th century Japan and United 
States: Why the Latter Revolutionized 
Surgery while the Former was Forgotten 

1st runner-up Taj Brar 
Western 

Disposing of a Reusable Gown: A History of 
Sustainable Surgical Attire 

2nd runner-up Andrea  Kassay 
Western 

Patients Awake During Neurosurgery?: The 
Awake Craniotomy and the Role of the 
Patient as Innovative 20th Century Surgery 

Dr. Bill Whitelaw Award: Best presentation in History of  
Internal Medicine 

Winner Stephen Pow 
Central European University, 
Budapest, Hungary 
Zsolt Pinke 
Eötvös Loránd University, 
Budapest, Hungary 

Cholera in the Age of Globalisation: 
Standard Narratives and New Perspectives 
on Vibrio cholerae and its Expansion from 
the Ganges Delta to the World Stage 

1st runner-up Helena Rickards 
University of Calgary 

B. F. Skinner and the Operant Conditioning 
Chamber 

2nd runner-up Michal Coret 
University of Toronto 

The Evolution of the Western "Good Death" 
with the Rise of Palliative Care from 1990-
2020 

Dr. Clara Christie Award: Best presentation in History of 
Women/Women’s Topics in Medicine/Public Health 

Winner Pauline Hull 
 

A Centennial Discourse on Caesarean Birth 
Choice: Commemorating Dr. O. P. 
Humpstone 

1st runner-up Nina Vujovic  
University of Toronto 
Beverley Osei 
University of Toronto 

Doctors, Discipline and Diet Control: 
Physicians in Mass Media and Women’s 
Quest for Weight Loss in Post-War USA 

2nd runner-up Jessica Revington 
University of Calgary 

Blood and Culture: Exploring the Historical 
Evolution of Menstrual Attitudes and 
Practices 



Best use of Audio-Visual Technology 
 

Winner Michelle Lutsch 
Queen’s 

“Local Anesthesia”: A History of Malignant 
Hyperthermia in Southwestern Ontario 

1st runner-up Nick Maizlin 
Western 

Not Only to Conceal: Investigating the 
Interplay Between Disease and Clothing 
Fashion on the Patient Experience 

2nd runner-up Nicole Lam 
Western 

Healer or Hag?: Female Medical 
Practitioners and Witch Accusations in 17th-
Century New England 

Best Presentation Overall 
 

Winner Melissa Chopcian 
Western 

Unpacking the Medicine Chest Clause of 
Treaty No. 6 

1st runner-up Noel Kim 
University of Toronto 

A Comparison of Canada’s Leprosy Colonies 
from Coast to Coast 

2nd runner-up Anzo Nguyen 
University of Calgary 

The Role of German-Speaking 
Neuroscientists and Related Academic 
Émigrés in the Development of the 
Neuroscientific Community in Western 
Canada, 1933-1990 

Best Poster Presentation 
 

Winner Anthony Ziccarelli 
Western 

The Medical Journal: Genesis of a Genre 

1st runner-up Hannah Lee 
Queen’s 

The Hidden Horrors of School Inspections: A 
Reflection on Toronto’s School-Based 
Eugenic Practices 

2nd runner-up Sangeetha Santhakumaran 
McGill 
Praniya Elangainesan 
University of Toronto 

Tamil Food-Medicine Continuum: Exploring 
the Use of Fenugreek Seeds 

 


